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WEB SITE REVEALS JEFFERSON’S OTHER CORPS OF DISCOVERY
MISSOULA With the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition coming in 2003, interest in the
Corps of Discovery has reached new heights. A treasure trove of information about the
intrepid explorers is available online at the “Discovering Lewis and Clark” Web site, located
at www.lewis-clark.org.
Joe Mussulman, a former University of Montana professor, leads a team designing the
Web site, which now includes more than 1,200 pages and gets 27,000 hits a day. Mussulman
said the site has been described by historians as the best source of Lewis and Clark information
on the Internet.
Each month a new interpretive episode delving into some aspect of the expedition is
added to the site. In May, designers added an episode about Thomas Jefferson’s “other”
expedition - the little-known Freeman-Custis Expedition of 1806 - which ended in failure.
While Lewis and Clark had been dispatched to explore the upper Louisiana Purchase,
Thomas Freeman and Richard Sparks led their own group to explore the southern portion of
the United States’ new territory. Their expedition was called “The Grand Excursion.”
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Freeman and Sparks explored up the Red River of the South until stopped by Spanish
forces on July 29, 1806, near the eastern border of what is now Oklahoma. Since Jefferson had
instructed them to retreat if confronted by a superior force, they withdrew and were largely
lost to history.
Information for the Grand Excursion episode was obtained from a lecture by Dan
Flores, UM Hammond Professor of History. Mussulman prepared text for illustrations
accompanying the online episode, and Spanish translations of Flores’ lecture were prepared by
Raymond Corro, UM Professor Emeritus of foreign languages.
“As far as I know, this is the first bilingual treatment of anything relating to Lewis and
Clark on the W eb,” Mussulman said.
“Discovering Lewis and Clark” went online in 1997 and is funded by a nonprofit
corporation Mussulman created called VIAs. Look for a new episode on the Web site each
month for several years to come.
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